
All log or timber home construction follows the same 
basic steps. This timeline details the events that will 
occur as you build your new home. 

The order of  the steps contained 
in this guide may vary by 
project, but overall, should 
provide a look at the most 
common necessary steps.  It is 
suggested that you speak with 
your General Contractor about 
the details of  each. 
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Pre Construction Steps 
• Gather design ideas. 
• Visit log home models, tours and 

events. 
• Purchase land to build on. 
• Preliminary budgeting. 
• Select log or timber frame 

manufacturer. 
• Develop preliminary plans. 
• Select General Contractor / 

subs. 
• Arrange for financing. 
• Preliminary construction 

schedule. 

• Finalize plans 
• Order package from log or 

timber company. 
• Arrange for builders risk 

insurance. 
• Apply for permits. 
• Finalize bids from GC or subs. 
• Finalize financing. 
• Arrange for temp electricity. 
• Give notice of  start. 
• Break ground! 



Many of  the steps listed here 
are carried out by the 
General Contractor.  We have 
included them for 
educational purposes. 
Although not all items are 
applicable to all homes and 
situations, we hope that this 
will serve as a useful guide 
and educational tool as you 
prepare to build your own log 
or timber frame home. 
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Construction Site Prep 
• Cut or grade entrance road or 

driveway.  Clear site. 
• Excavate basement. 
• Water. Well or public. 
• Install septic and drain field. 
• Install temp toilet facilities. 
• Locate and dig footings and pier 

pads. 

• Call for footing inspection. 
• Pour footings and pier pads. 
• Treat site for termite prevention. 
• Install foundation walls. 
• Back-fill around facilities. 
• Notify log or timber home 

representative of  foundation 
completion.

Dry-In Construction 
• Confirm delivery date of  home 

package. 
• Confirm amount due on delivery. 
• Prepare material storage area. 
• Prepare for off-loading of  material 

package. 

• Check materials against shipping 
manifest. 

• The home package should be 
constructed to dry-in completion by 
the log and timber home company or 
by your own labor source. 

• Electrician should be on-site before 
log erection to mark electrical chase 
locations so the dry-in crew can drill 
as needed.

After Dry-In (Outside) 
• Apply exterior treatment, stain and 

sealer. 
• Install finished roofing. 
• Install porch railings. 

• Install garage doors. 
• Install gutter and down spouts. 
• Finish grading, top soil, seeding, 

sodding, shrubbery, etc.

After Dry-In (Inside) 
• Erect fireplace and chimney. 
• Rough in plumbing, HVAC, 

electrical service. 
• Call for inspections of  mechanicals 

and framing. 
• Install ceiling, gable end and wall 

insulation if  applicable. 
• Install covering for interior partitions 

and ceilings. 
• Apply paint, stain, wallpaper, etc. 
• Install hardwood flooring, tile, 

carpet, etc. 

• Install interior doors and hardware. 
• Install interior window, door, 

baseboard and ceiling trim. 
• Install cabinets and countertops. 
• Install vanities, bars, mirrors, etc. 
• Install closet shelving, poles, etc. 
• Install stair treads, railings, balusters. 
• Install tub and shower doors. 
• Install plumbing fixtures and 

appliances. 
• Install final HVAC and test. 
• Install electrical fixtures, appliances , 

outlet covers, etc.

Final Inspections 
• Inspect all work and make a punch 

list of  corrections and oversights. 
• Re-inspect after punch list complete. 
• Obtain lien waivers. 

• Call for final inspections. 
• Obtain occupancy permit. 
• Notify financial institution of  

completion. 
• Notify insurance company of  

completion.

Enjoy your new log or timber frame home!
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